Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.016 Å; R factor = 0.068; wR factor = 0.242; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.1.
Related literature
For background to amino acid derivatives in coordination chemistry, see: Brown et al. (2008) . For a related structure, see: Li et al. (2009) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 13 H 18 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 3 2 ; Ày þ 1; z À 1 2 ; (ii) Àx þ 3 2 ; Ày þ 1; z þ 1 2 .
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
The author would like to thank the Natural Science Foundation of Shandong (Y2007B60) for a research grant. O(11) , O(14) , O(18)) are situated equatorial place, and the nitrogen atoms are situated axial place. In addition, the four atoms (O(1), O(2), N(3), N(4)) are nearly coplanar. And the three atoms including (O(5), Ni(1), O(2)); (N(3), Ni(1), N(4)) and
(N(7), Ni(2), N(8)) are nearly collinear. The distances of the Ni-O bonds are 1.993 (5)-2.215 (6)Å and Ni-N bonds are in the range of 2.084 (7)-2.123 (7)Å, respectively. They are similar to the Ni-O and Ni-N bond lengths reported previously [Li, et al., 2009] . The dihedral angles between the benzene rings are 3.6 °, and between the pyridine rings are 3.7 °. In the crystal, the molecules form a one-dimensional chain structure by hydrogen bonds.
Experimental 1 mmol (0.29 g) of nickel nitrate was added to the solution of pyridine (2 mmol, 0.16 g) in 15 ml of CH 3 OH/H 2 O (v:v=2:1).
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Symmetry codes: (i) −x+3/2, −y+1, z−1/2; (ii) −x+3/2, −y+1, z+1/2. supplementary materials sup-19 Fig. 1 
